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HOME WATERS UPDATE 
By Kevin Searock 
 
     Shortly after we re-activated the Aldo Leopold Chapter of 
Trout Unlimited in 2003, our Board began looking at the various 
trout waters that dot the Dodge/Columbia/Sauk County area in 
search of "home waters"; a stream or watershed that we could 
focus our Chapter's energy and economic resources on.  After 
careful deliberation, we decided that Lodi Spring Creek (LSC) 
fit the bill.  LSC is a relatively large spring creek that begins in 
north-central Dane county but soon crosses into south-central 
Columbia County.  LSC then flows through the city of Lodi and 
picks up a strong flow of cold, clear water from an un-named 
stream currently called the "East Branch" before turning north 
and emptying into Lake Wisconsin southeast of the Merrimac 
Ferry.  Lodi Spring Creek has extensive public access, is 
relatively easy to fish, and is immediately visible to over 3,000 
residents of the Lodi area every day of the year.  We were also 
impressed by the city's close ties to our Chapter's namesake, the 
pioneer conservationist Aldo Leopold, and by a potential ally in 
the environmental group known as the Friends of Scenic Lodi 
Valley (FSLV). 
     I began fishing Lodi Spring Creek regularly when Teresa and 
I moved to the area in 1988.  It was a pleasant surprise to find 
great trout fishing in a civilized setting, and I enjoyed quality 
fishing for brown & rainbow trout on Lodi Spring Creek right 
through the drought years of 1988-'91 (see photo below).  But 
when the rains finally returned the fishing in LSC seemed to 
decline, and by 2000 I was hardly spending any time there 
despite the beautiful surroundings and the stream's close 
proximity to our home.  After all, trout anglers are primarily 
motivated by trout. 

 

  
    In thinking about possible reasons for the decline in the size & 
number of trout I'd seen in LSC during the 1990's, one thing that 
really bothered me was the number of storm drains that emptied 
directly into the stream.  (I saw this pattern many times as a 
youth in the Chicago suburbs during the late '70's; once storm 
water was allowed to flow directly into a lake or stream, the 
fishing went to you-know-where in a hand basket.)  I also 
noticed that water temperatures were a lot more favorable to 
trout below a fair-sized tributary stream, the East Branch, which 
entered LSC just downstream from the Main Street bridge. 
     All of this sat dormant in my mind until our Chapter was 
contacted by DNR Fisheries Biologist Tim Larson earlier this 
year.  Tim had secured money from the Trout Stamp program to 
improve trout habitat on a section of the East Branch, located in 
the Town of Lodi just upstream from the City of Lodi.  Tim  
needed more money to carry out the kind of project he had in 
mind, and that is just where Trout Unlimited came into the story 
or, more specifically, where we in the Aldo Leopold Chapter of 
Trout Unlimited came into the story. 
     After my discussions with Tim and a meeting on the banks of 
the East Branch (see photo below) in April, I decided to serve as 
the TU Project Contact for the habitat improvement work that 
Tim proposed.  Over this past summer I coordinated meetings 
between Tim and our Board so that everyone could get a look at 
the East Branch and evaluate our proposals.  I think that 
everyone on the Board was pleasantly surprised to see that the  

Con't on p. 4 

 
 
(L to R) Alison Seaton (FSLV), Kevin Hinckley (FSLV), Michael 
Stupich (ALCTU), Tim Larson (WisDNR), Justin Berg (ALCTU), 
Cody Doucette (ALCTU), Anonymous Good Guy (ALCTU). 



WADING IN 
 
By Mike Barniskis 
President, Aldo Leopold Chapter 
 
 
   There is a lot to report since our last newsletter.  The first thing 
is that starting this year we are planning to send out four 
newsletters per year.  In the past we’ve tried for nine or ten, but 
given the amount of time involved in getting a newsletter 
together and the postage costs, we feel that a quarterly report 
will be a more efficient way to go.   
   Because we won’t be sending newsletters as often please keep 
the Chapter Calendar of Events (p.3) for future reference.  
While we haven’t nailed down all of the details on the programs, 
our chapter meetings will be held on the third Wednesday of 
each month.  We’ll meet starting in November, skip December, 
then each month from January until May.  We have some really 
good topics and speakers planned over the winter so please make 
plans to join us.  At the November meeting we’ll learn more 
about TUDARE, and how the Aldo Leopold Chapter can be 
involved in this important effort.   
   January 2007 will see the return of our fly tying classes.  We 
are moving the classes to Portage High School’s excellent 
facility this year.  The classes are tailored beginners and 
intermediate tiers, but master tiers are always welcome (we’ll 
just make you an instructor!).  If you attended last year I 
encourage a return—you can show off how much you’ve 
improved and learn a slew of new techniques as well.  Attendees 
do not have to be chapter members, so invite friends, spouses, 
kids, all are welcome.  We’ll be sending out a flyer with more 
details soon. 
   Now that I’ve covered “schedule” stuff, I can get to the really 
exciting news about our chapter project on the East branch of 
Lodi Spring Creek.  We’ve been planning on doing habitat 
improvement on a section of DNR land, but I expected to start 
on it next year.  Well, this past summer Tim Larson, DNR 
Fisheries Biologist in Poynette, called   to tell me that he’d 
secured $10,000 in Trout Stamp funds for the project.  Since this 
money needs to be spent by June 30th, 2007, the board has had 
to speed up the process.  We expect the project to cost $20,000-
25,000 total for the DNR land section.   We have already been 
awarded a $2000 Friends of Wisconsin TU grant, and we have a 
number of other grant requests pending.  We as a chapter have 
committed $2000 of our own money as well.  Our $2000 comes 
from monies raised from our spring picnic and fund raising 
drive, so to all of you who donated last spring a huge thank you; 
your donations have helped make this project possible.   
   We have contracted with Vierbicher Associates, Inc. of 
Reedsburg to do the design work for this project, and plan to let 
out bids in late October or early November for the heavy 
equipment work that will be needed. Let me describe in more 
detail what the East Branch habitat improvement project entails.  
The DNR now owns about 650 feet of stream along both banks 
in a section that was ditched and straightened decades ago.  This  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
has produced a wide, shallow stream with a uniform bottom of 
sand and mud.  We plan to re-meander the stream and return as 
much of it as possible to the historic channel.  Let me quote from 
one of our grant requests:  “Once the channel restoration is 
complete, a system of in-stream habitat improvement structures 
will be put in place to narrow and deepen the historic channel, 
and also to enhance the stream bed's meanders in places where 
the bed has been ditched or straightened in the past. The habitat 
improvement structures may include wedge dams, channel 
constrictors, K dams, cross-channel logs and revetments, 
current deflectors, rock vortex weirs, and/or boulder retards.”  
Because much of the work will involve heavy equipment, 
chapter volunteer opportunities will be somewhat limited, but 
we’ll let you all know what help we need.   
   During our meetings over the summer to plan the project and 
visit the site, we had some very positive interest in the project by 
land-owners who are downstream of the project area.  We’ve  
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been able to tour the lower sections of the stream and I can see a 
lot of potential in restoring it.  The hope is that once we’ve 
completed the first section we’ll be able to move downstream to 
work on additional sections.  With luck we may be able to 
restore most of the stream down to the confluence with the main 
stem of Lodi Spring Creek.  There is potential trout habitat 
improvement work to be done upstream from the DNR land too, 
so I can see where over the next couple years we may be able to  
restore most of the East Branch.  Currently brown trout are 
reproducing on their own, and with restoration we hope to 
greatly improve the East Branch's ability to rear and hold trout 
and other aquatic life.  Heck, given the abundance of very cold 
and very clean water in the East Branch, maybe brookies can 
make a comeback there too?  All of us on the ALCTU Board are 
excited by the trout habitat improvement plans that are taking 
shape in the Lodi Spring Creek watershed. 
   My one regret has been the sad news that has reached us from 
Avalanche, WI.  Roger Widner of the West Fork Sportsman's 
Club, the one person who deserved most of the credit for 
restoring the now famous West Fork of the Kickapoo River, has 
passed away after a bitter struggle with cancer.  Roger’s 
influence and enthusiasm for trout habitat restoration extended 
well beyond the Kickapoo Valley and inspired stream 
improvement projects throughout southern Wisconsin, even as 
far away as the Onion River near Sheboygan.  Roger created the 
model for landowner/DNR/angler relations that made possible 
the excellent trout fishing we now enjoy in the driftless region.  
If you have ever caught a bright wild trout from the West Fork, 
you probably owe it to the tireless efforts of Roger Widner.  He 
will be sorely missed.  Donations to help Roger's family deal 
with the medical bills that accumulated during his long illness 
can be sent to  
 
Roger Widner Family Benefit #5106 
Westby Co-op Credit Union 
P.O. Box 70 
Westby, WI   54667-0070 
 
 

 
 

FLY TYING CLASS 
 
We will again be offering our Fly-tying Class beginning January 
24, 2007.  Classes will be meeting on Wednesday evenings from 
6-8pm at Portage High School, 301 E. Collins St., Portage, WI.  
A separate flyer about the class will soon be coming in the mail, 
but if you have questions please contact Steve Hill (see Chapter 
Directory on page 2).  The class will be geared towards 
beginners, but all fly tiers are welcome to attend. 
 

 
 

 
 

ALDO LEOPOLD CHAPTER 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
15 November 2006 
7 p.m., Ponderosa Restaurant, 1520 N. Spring St., Beaver 
Dam, WI 
Program:  Trout Unlimited's Driftless Area Restoration 
Effort (TUDARE) 
Presenter:  Jeff Hastings 
 
17 January 2007 
7pm, Log Cabin Restaurant, 1215 8th St. (Hwy 33), 
Baraboo, WI 
Program:  Through an Angler's Eye  
Presenter:  Kevin Searock, outdoor writer & photographer 
 
21 February 2007 
7pm, Log Cabin Restaurant, 1215 8th St. (Hwy 33), 
Baraboo, WI 
Program:  Active Nymphing 
Presenter:  Rich Osthoff, author of "Active Nymphing" and 
"No Hatch to Match" 
 
21 March 2007 
To Be Announced 
 
18 April 2007 
7pm, Log Cabin Restaurant, 1215 8th St. (Hwy 33), 
Baraboo, WI 
Program:  Visions of Earth 
Presenter:  Steve Gassman, professional photographer 
 
16 May 2007 
6 p.m., Habermann Park Shelter, Lodi, WI. 
Program:  Annual Picnic/Fund Raiser for ALCTU 
Presenter:  To Be Announced 

 
 

ALDO LEOPOLD CHAPTER MISSION 
STATEMENT 

The Aldo Leopold Chapter's mission is to conserve, protect, 
restore and enhance trout and salmonid fisheries, watersheds, 
the groundwater that sustains them, and the doctrine of public 

trust that defends them, in Columbia, Dodge, and Sauk Counties.  
We do this through education, cooperation, rehabilitation, and 
advocacy using and extensive and dedicated volunteer network. 
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East Branch of LSC is a sizable trout stream in its own right (see 
photo below) and already supports a naturally reproducing 
population of wild brown trout.  (The East Branch has never 
been stocked as far as Tim can tell).  Water quality and 
temperatures were excellent for supporting trout, and it was clear 
to all of us that the East Branch had a lot to offer the angler as 
well as the trout.  We decided to move forward with our plans. 
 

 
 
     In the immediate short term we are raising money to 
complete the habitat improvement project on approximately 650 
feet of the East Branch that is owned by the State of Wisconsin.  
Neighboring landowners are excited about our plans, and there is 
a distinct possibility that we will be able to extend the H.I. work 
upstream and downstream from this initial project in future 
years. 
     Over the summer I applied for grants to the Friends of 
Wisconsin TU, The Donnelly Foundation, and the U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service.  To date we have received $2,000 from the 
Friends of Wisconsin TU and we are awaiting word from the 
other two organizations.  In November I will be applying for a 
TU “Embrace-a-Stream” grant for 2007, and further appeals for 
funding will be made over the winter.  The Friends of Scenic 
Lodi Valley have contributed $300.oo to the East Branch 
Restoration fund as a result of their "Brats on the Bridge" event 
held on September 23rd (see separate article on right). 
     We will also be seeking funding to tackle the issue of storm 
sewers in the City of Lodi that empty directly into Lodi Spring 
Creek.  The Friends of Scenic Lodi Valley have been very 
successful with the rain garden that they installed on LSC in 
2005; we intend to continue this work along with other forms of 
bioretention, infiltration trenches and basins, grass swales, and 
other structures designed to mitigate storm water runoff.  Our 
goal is simple; to change the riparian environment of Lodi 
Spring Creek so that NO storm water enters the stream 
directly . 
     Although we are aggressively pursuing funding for our work 
on the East Branch of Lodi Spring Creek, we sure could use help 
from individual donors.  Please send us a tax-deductible 
donation to the Chapter Mailing Address (see p. 2).  Be sure to 
write ALCTU Grant Account  on your check so that it will be 

used for the East Branch Restoration.  A “Home Waters Update” 
will be a regular feature in the Alder Fork Journal for the 
foreseeable future. 

 

 

BRATS ON THE BRIDGE 
   On Saturday, 23 September 2006, ALCTU Board members 
John Doucette, Bill Gatzke, Eric Lorenzen, and Kevin Searock 
joined the Friends of Scenic Lodi Valley for "Brats on the 
Bridge", a brat fry/fund raiser to assist the trout habitat 
improvement project planned for the East Branch of Lodi 
Spring Creek.  Brats and Hot Dogs were sold from 8:30am-
2pm, and many citizens of Lodi and the surrounding area 
stopped in to "Eat a Brat & Save a Trout".  A map of the East 
Branch Restoration was on display and flyers explaining the 
project were distributed.  Kevin Searock gave two fishing 
demonstrations on the section of Lodi Spring Creek just 
upstream from the main street bridge.  Fishing panther martin 
spinners, Kevin was able to catch several wild brown trout 
from this urban section of the stream, which attracted quite a 
crowd of onlookers. Kevin's best trout was a fat fourteen-
incher!  This event netted about $300.oo for the East Branch 
restoration. 
 

 
 
Treasurer's Report 
November 2006 
 
Balance as of 8/31/06  
 Checking     $1,748.12 
   Savings      $562.73 
 
 Total  $2310.85  
 
Deposits       
 Savings Int. $00.22 
 
Disbursements 
9/16   #1179   River Alliance of WI (dues)       $100.00 
9/16   #1180   TU brook trout rehab work      $100.00 
 
Balance as of 9/20/06  
 Checking      $1,548.12 
 Savings         $562.95 
   
 Total            $2,111.07  
 
 ------------------------------------------------------------------- 
ALCTU Grant Account  
Deposit from Friends of Scenic Lodi Valley $294.67 
Deposit from Friends of Wisconsin TU  $2,000.00 
 
 Total               $2,294.67 
 


